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Student Nurses Became Increasingly Active 
This decade saw student nurses from all over the world exploring ways to becoming active 
members of their organisations, their schools and their profession. Student nurses gathered 
to discuss ideas about forming an international organisation during the ICN Congress held 
in Montreal in 1969 and again at an international meeting held in Frankfurt in 1970, in Vienna 
in 1971 where questions relating to education and standards were discussed and in Zurich in 
1972 where ‘the objectives of the international meeting of student nurses’ was a major topic. 
Advancement of their profession was the key issue raised when they sought to become the 
nurses and leaders of future nursing during the 20th Annual Convention of the National Student 
Nurses’ Association, held in the United States, in April 1972. 

A few years later, in 1974, 900 Spanish nurses demanded improvement in education and in 
organisation of the nursing profession when participating in national nursing days in Barcelona 
in November. ICN Executive Director Adele Herwitz was a guest of honour at the meeting 
organised by the Spanish Nurses’ Association. Students promoted the rights of the patient in 
addition to professional, education and welfare issues. In November 1978, A European Nursing 
Students Group (ENSG) was formally established in Dublin, Ireland. 21 students representing 
nine European countries formed the group to promote and maintain the highest possible 
standards of education for European nursing students and to improve the social and economic 
conditions of students. (ICN 1975) In 1979, over 1,400 Finnish students’, nurses and other 
professionals protested against reductions in their educational programmes. 

ICN (1975). “Student Nurses Becoming Increasingly Active International Nursing Review Jan/Feb: 36. 
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ICN TODAY
Student Nurses Became Increasingly Active 
(see story for background)

Engaging students in ICN activities is important to ICN today. During our biennial Congresses, 
we hold a Student Nursing Assembly to discuss the future of nursing and how nursing students 
and novice nurses can influence it. It is a unique opportunity for nursing students from around 
the world to discuss priorities that students themselves have identified.

ICN currently has a student intern working with us to increase the voice and influence of 
student and novice nurses within the work of ICN. 
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As a student nurse, I am so excited by the work the ICN is doing to explore how young nurses 
can become active members of our nursing organisations, our schools and our profession. 

We were given the opportunity to discuss ideas about forming an international organisation 
during the ICN Congress in Montreal in 1969 and again at international meetings held in 
Frankfurt in 1970, in Vienna in 1971 and in Zurich in 1972. 

ICN Executive Director Adele Herwitz was a guest of honour at the 1974 meeting in Barcelona, 
organised by the Spanish Nurses’ Association, where we promoted the rights of the patient in 
addition to professional, education and welfare issues. In November 1978, a European Nursing 
Students group (ENSG) was formally established in Dublin, Ireland. 21 students representing 
nine European countries formed the group to promote and maintain the highest possible 
standards of education for European nursing students and to improve the social and economic 
conditions of students. 

In 1976, ICN joined with the Federation of Nurses of Argentina in protesting a government 
move to lower the standard of nursing education by removing the first year of the university 
programme for nursing. As students, we welcomed the ICN communicating its concerns to this 
proposal. 

In 1979, 1,400 Finnish student nurses, qualified nurses, midwives and other professional 
health care workers organised a public demonstration to protest a decision of the Ministry of 
Education which threatened educational standards by reducing educational programmes from 
five years to four years. 

It is inspiring to see ICN’s support of student nurses!

Student Nurses Become Increasingly Active

1969 – XIV Congress – Student Nurses – Montreal
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Privilege and Responsibilities
At the beginning of 1973, ICN President Margrethe Kruse, in an Editorial, speaking about 
privilege and responsibilities, voiced that ICN needed to take a greater part in fulfilling its 
responsibilities as the representative of nurses at national, regional and international level, 
and in order to do so to become less defensive by making the most of the privileges ICN 
possessed as a free organisation. This meant speaking with authority, based on the numerical 
and intellectual strength of ICN members and its national nurses associations and to do so in 
the right places, at the right times and to the right people. She believed that 1973 offered new 
possibilities for ICN to use its privileges as the non-governmental organisation of nurses in 
promoting the main objective of nurses: the wellbeing of all society. 

President Kruse referred to the meeting of the CNR, held in Dublin, Ireland, in July 1971, when 
an important statement was adopted on the too-often unrecognised role of the nurse in policy 
and decision-making affecting nursing and health services. She went on to say that this ICN 
Statement was important in assisting nurses associations in interpreting their role in decision 
and policy making within the health services to administrative and government authorities and 
to other health professionals. The ICN statement included a whereas therefore be it resolved 
and be it further resolved. (ICN 1973) 

ICN (1973) “ICN Privilege and Responsibilities” International Nursing Review 20(1)3-4

15th ICN Congress, Mexico City
The ICN 15th Congress, hosted by the Mexican Nurses’ Association, was held in Mexico City,13-
18 May 1973. The affairs of nursing’s international professional organisations were discussed, 
along with Special Interest Sessions on The use of modern technology in health care, Who 
controls the nursing profession, innovations in nursing education, translation of nursing belief into 
practice and continuing education for nurses. Dorothy Cornelius (read more), Executive Director 
of the Ohio Nurses Association and ICN First Vice-President for the preceding four years, was 
elected ICN President for the next quadrennium (1973-77) with the watchword “Accountability”.

Prior to the Congress, the CNR met in open session. Highlights of the CNR agenda were 
discussions on The Code for Nurses and the Future of ICN itself, during which fundamental 
decisions were made, relating to ICN’s objectives, structure and functions. ICN objectives were 
revised and included in the Constitution and Bylaws as Article 111. These revisions were made to 
assist national nurses associations in improving the standard of nursing and the competence 
of nurses; promoting the development of strong national nurses associations; serving as 
the authoritative voice of nurses and nursing internationally and assisting national nurses 
associations in improving the status of nurses. 

South African Nurses Association Called to End 
Discrimination 
At the ICN Congress in Mexico, in May 1973, the South African Nurses Association (SANA) was 
given until January 1975 ‘to take action to enable non-White nurses to serve on SANA’s Board 
of Directors or face expulsion from ICN. This decision was taken at the Council of National 
Representatives, ICN’s governing body, following a resolution introduced by the Swedish 
Nurses Association and seconded by the delegates from The Netherlands. The resolution was 
passed overwhelmingly. The current constitution of SANA, established by the government of 
South Africa, provided that non-White nurses in South Africa were represented on the SANA 
Board by White nurses whom they elected. According to the resolution approved by the CNR, 
South Africa’s Nursing Act also ‘prevents SANA from granting certain human rights to its non-
White members’ (ICN 1973) 

Margrethe Kruse, ICN President, explained:

 ‘Representation on the Board of Directors of a national nurses association 
denotes the equal right to participate in making the decisions and policies that 
govern the functions of a profession’. …’’ Thus, when certain groups are barred 
from membership on an association’s Board of Directors this is discrimination of 
the highest level and a clear violation of ICN’s long-standing commitment against 
racial discrimination. ((ICN 1973)

In response, Dr Charlotte Searle, President of SANA ‘told of the dramatic strides made by 
non-White nurses in recent years, in both economic and educational achievement’, and ‘the 
opportunities for the professional development of non-White nurses and the professional 
benefits which have accrued to these nurses through the Board of the South African Nursing 
Association’ … are with few exceptions, ‘already in every respect on a par with that obtained 
for White nurses in South Africa’ … and she explained ‘that the South African Nursing 
Association could only function in accordance with the policies of the State’ and ‘that South 
Africa had a commission of inquiry now investigating the status of the Coloured in South 
Africa’ ((ICN 1973) (one segment of that country’s non-White population). She suggested that 
ICN defer its action until the commission makes its report. (ICN 1973)

ICN (1973). “South African Nurses called to end Discrimination” International Nursing Review 20(4)100-102

1973 – Nurses – XV Congress – Mexico
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Dorothy Cornelius 

Dorothy Cornelius (1918-1992) graduated from Conemaugh Valley Memorial Hospital in 
Pennsylvania, and the University of Pittsburgh School of Nursing. She was director of nursing 
for the Tuberculosis Hospital in Pittsburgh and served as Lieutenant Junior Grade, United 
States Navy Nurse Corps during World War II. She was chief nurse of the American Red Cross 
blood programme in Cleveland before joining the Ohio Nurses Association, where she served 
as director for 26 years. Cornelius went on the serve as President of the International Council 
of Nurses, President of the American Nurses Association, and President of the American 
Journal of Nursing company, the largest publisher of nursing periodicals in the world.

The Ohio State University Health Sciences Library (n.d.) Local Nursing Legends. Dorothy A. Corneluis. Available at: https://hsl.
osu.edu/mhc/local-nursing-legends/dorothy-cornelius

Dorothy Cornelius 
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I’m speaking to you from the ICN’s 15th Congress in Mexico City, where I have just been elected 
as ICN President for the next four years. It’s an exciting time to be at the helm of ICN as we 
discuss The Code for Nurses and the future of the ICN itself. Some fundamental decisions 
have been made, relating to our objectives, structure and functions. Our objectives have been 
revised and included in the Constitution and Bylaws as Article 3. These revisions were made to 
help national nurses associations to improve the standard of nursing and the competence of 
nurses. We also want to promote the development of strong national nurses associations and 
to serve as the authoritative voice of nurses and nursing internationally.

In May 1973, the South African Nurses Association, or ‘SANA’ was given until January 1975 
to take action to enable non-white nurses to serve on SANA’s Board of Directors, or face 
expulsion from the ICN. The current constitution of SANA, established by the government of 
South Africa, provides that non-white nurses in South Africa are represented on the SANA 
Board by elected white nurses. While we recognise the substantial progress made by SANA 
in improving the status of non-white nurses, the ICN Board of Directors feels this remains 
discrimination of the highest level and a clear violation of our long-standing commitment to 
racial equality. We must therefore accept the resignation of SANA from ICN membership.

15th ICN Congress, Mexico City, Mexico
– Dorothy Cornelius, ICN President, 1973-1977

ICN Calls for End to Discrimination

1973 – Nurses – XV Congress – Mexico

Nurses' march in Tembisa, 1985 © Gille de Vlieg
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Ethics and the Environment
ICN was making a difference by bridging the gap between ethics and the environment 
through making their document titled Code for Nurses a ‘living document for all nurses. ICN’s 
Professional Services Committee suggested how the concepts of the Code may be translated 
into practice by nurses bringing their analytical and innovative capacities to bear when 
applying the Code to their individual practice situation. At the start of 1975, the comment 
section highlighted how ICN was making a difference in relation to the recently developed Code 
for Nurses and to Environmental Matters. 

ICN set out the measures that could be taken to apply an international idea into a national 
situation or environment. Getting involved in environment issues was a further example of an 
international idea being translated to national and local situations in a meaningful way. This 
was also typified by the Danish Nurses Association in their clean-up campaign developed in 
partnership with nurses in Senegal. These were two ways in which international ideas were 
translated into national action. ICN had the germs of those ideas as far back as the first UN 
Environmental Conference held in Stockholm in 1972, and in which they participated.

STORY
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ICN TODAY
Ethics and the Environment
(see story for background)

The effects of climate change have profound implications for human health and wellbeing. 
Nurses can make a powerful contribution to both mitigate climate change and to support 
people and communities around the world to adapt to its impacts.

In 2018, ICN release a position statement on Nurses, climate change and health encouraging 
nursing associations to contribute to climate change mitigation; engage in mitigation measures 
and raise awareness of the health implications of climate change.
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Definition of the Nurse
The biennial meeting of the Council of National Representatives (CNR) was held in Singapore 
in August 1975. Preoccupying the CNR at this meeting in Singapore was the definition of the 
nurse. This subject had been discussed on many occasions previously by the ICN Professional 
Services Committee. Dr Rebecca Bergman, Chairman of this committee, told CNR members 
that the aim of her committee in drafting the new definition was to ensure the definition could 
be used as criteria for ICN membership and as an internationally acceptable definition of the 
scope of nursing practice. Following discussion, CNR adopted the new Definition of Nurse for 
international use. Several Resolutions were passed, including one related to Nursing Authority. 
Following concerns raised that there had been attempts in various countries to withdraw the 
responsibility and authority for nursing services from nurses and give It to non-nurse health 
administrative personnel, ICN Resolution on Nursing Authority was passed stating that not only 
must it be nurses who directed nursing education and services, but that these nurses must 
have the necessary special preparation to do so. 

Nurse’s Role in the Care of Detainees and Prisoners
A further matter of concern discussed by the CNR was the treatment of prisoners and 
detainees. ICN condemned the use of all procedures harmful to the mental and physical health 
of prisoners and detainees and reiterated its belief that the nurse’s responsibility was towards 
her patients, notwithstanding considerations of national security and interest. The Governing 
Body issued to this effect a Statement on the Role of the Nurse in the Care of Detainees and 
Prisoners.

Following the CNR Meeting, two statements relating to ICN’s Code for Nurses and the Statement 
on the Role of the Nurse in the Care of Detainees and Prisoners, were submitted to the Fifth 
UN Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders held in Geneva 
in September 1976. This congress discussed health aspects of avoidable mistreatment of 
prisoners and adopted a declaration condemning any act of torture or other cruel or degrading 
punishment and any offence to human dignity. ICN Code for Nurses and ICN Policy Statement 
were to be considered further in UN deliberations on this subject, particularly in the context of 
elaborating a commentary to the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners. ICN’s 
official policy statements on health and nursing issues were printed in one document, including 
the declarations adopted by the CNR at its meetings in 1971, 1973 and 1975. ICN Declaration on 
the Rights of Disabled Persons was adopted by the General Assembly of the United Nations on 9 
December 1975.

STORIES
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ICN TODAY
Definition of the Nurse
(see story for background)

Today, ICN uses the 1987 definition of the nurse:

The nurse is a person who has completed a programme of basic, generalised nursing 
education and is authorised by the appropriate regulatory authority to practice nursing 
in his/her country. Basic nursing education is a formally recognised programme of study 
providing a broad and sound foundation in the behavioural, life, and nursing sciences for the 
general practice of nursing, for a leadership role, and for post-basic education for specialty or 
advanced practice nursing. The nurse is prepare and authorised: (1) to engage in the general 
scope of nursing practice, including the promotion of health, prevention of illness, and care 
of physically ill, mentally ill, and disabled people of all ages and in all heath care and other 
community settings; (2) to carry out health care teaching; (3) to participate fully as a member 
of the health care team; (4) to supervise and train nursing and health care auxiliaries; and (5) 
to be involved in research (ICN 1987)

Nurse’s Role in the Care of Detainees and Prisoners
(see story for background)

This position statement was revised and updated in 2011: Nurses’ role in the care of detainees 
and prisoners.
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16th ICN Congress, Tokyo, Japan
The 16th Quadrennial Congress which was attended by more than 12,000 nurses from 80 
countries took place in Tokyo, Japan from 30 May to 3 June. Their Imperial Highnesses Crown 
Prince Akihito and Crown Princess Michiko of Japan were honoured guests at the opening 
ceremony. In his address, the Crown Prince remarked: 

“I am confident that your conference will bear abundant fruit, if you who are 
assembled from the four corners of the world exchange experiences and 
knowledge obtained while working in your respective social environments to 
enlighten one another on many points upon the common basis of nursing” (ICN 
1977)

Olive C. Anstey (Australia) (read more) was elected President, under the watchword “Freedom”. 
Simultaneously, the CNR elected three vice-presidents and for the first time in the history 
of ICN seven members were elected on the basis of ICN areas, thus ensuring input from all 
regions.

ICN (1977). “16th ICN XVI Quadrennial Congress, Tokyo, Japan” International Nursing Review 1977 July/August:127-131 

Immunisation
The focus of World Health Day on 7 April 1977 was on Immunisation. Vaccination is one of the 
most effective tools of preventive medicine, yet it reaches only a small proportion of those 
who most need its protection. Each year over 80 million children are born in the developing 
world, just four million are protected against common childhood diseases through vaccination, 
and over five million die each year. Amongst those who survive many are disabled through 
blindness, brain damage, paralysis, chronic lung illness, deafness or stunted growth. WHO said 
that none of this need happen as safe effective vaccines were available, as at 1977, against 
diphtheria and tetanus toxoids, whooping cough, childhood tuberculosis, polio and measles. 

1977 – ICN Congess – Japan
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ICN TODAY
Immunisation
(see story for background)

Vaccination is still one of the most successful and cost-effective treatment to guarantee the 
health and wellbeing of our populations and, as the frontline of healthcare, nurses are ideally 
placed to lead the way to ensure effective immunisation practices and coverage. ICN is strongly 
involved in the advocacy for immunisation as one of its priority areas and continues to work to 
support and strengthen immunisation programmes through enabling nurses to play a critical 
role in the administering of treatment. ICN works to ensure an adequately skilled workforce, 
improve vaccine supply and storage: increase effectiveness and efficiency of immunisation 
delivery; maintain and improve community confidence in immunisation programmes through the 
promotion of vaccine safety; improve immunisation coverage; and improve community health 
literacy related to immunisation.

In 2018, ICN called upon health systems to mobilize their nursing workforce in the effort to 
combat vaccine-preventable diseases. By providing nurses with the adequate training and 
competencies and by broadening their autonomy, countries can extend the reach of prevention 
programmes to their most vulnerable often found living in remote and deprived areas serviced 
solely by nurses. 

With the generous support from Pfizer, ICN conducted a current state survey of 15 OECD 
representative countries to determine the current state of nursing’s involvement in immunisation 
in their countries. The results showed that in countries with nurse prescribing for immunisations 
there was a significantly greater proportion of adults over 65 receiving the influenza vaccination 
and nurse preparedness also had a significant impact.
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Olive Anstey 

Olive Anstey (1920-1983) began training as a nurse at Perth Hospital in 1941. She graduated 
in 1944 and was elected a council member of the local branch of the Australasian Trained 
Nurses Association that same year. In 1946, trained for her midwifery certificate in Sydney and 
became charge nurse in surgical wards at the Royal Prince Alfred Hospital in Camperdown, 
and founding honorary secretary of the New South Wales College of Nursing. From 1953-1957 
she worked at Perth Chest Clinic, where, after completing her degree in nursing administration 
at the College of Nursing, Australia in Melbourne, she returned to become matron at the new 
Perth Chest Hospital. From 1962-1966, Anstey served as President of the state branch of the 
Royal Australian Nursing Federation (RANF) and then went on to become federal president 
from 1971-1975. She was elected President of the International Council of Nurses from 1977-
1981. She was appointed an MBE in 1969 and a CBE in 1982.

Fitzgerald C (2007). Australian Dictionary of Biography, Vol 17 (MUP). Available at: http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/anstey-
olive-eva-12143

Olive Anstey 
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One of the most urgent worldwide concerns is how to have independence – whether it is for 
a country, an association, or a profession – and yet retain the appropriate relationships with 
others. How can we respect the independence of national associations, whilst also finding a 
common ground from which to influence good practice?

The 16th ICN Congress in Tokyo has the theme New Horizons for Nursing. Special interest 
sessions have included the environment, social change, changing attitudes to health and illness 
and their effect on nursing practice. We have also explored changing directions in nursing 
education and debated new approaches to education for nursing and the changing focus in 
nursing education relating to primary health care. 

Other sessions explored the preparation needed for new roles, advanced education and 
educational research. Plenary and special interest sessions highlighted dimensions of 
professional responsibility for nurses, portrayal of the nurse and the relation of nursing to 
other professions. The ICN continues to be at the forefront of the most pressing issues for 
our profession! After all this, I am proud to hand over the chain of office to the next president, 
Olive C. Anstey with the watchword ‘Accountability’.

16th ICN Congress, Tokyo, Japan
– Dorothy Cornelius, ICN President, 1973-1977
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Alma Ata and Primary Health Care
There was a growing emphasis on Primary Health Care (PHC) across Europe with the role of 
nurses’ generating greater interest in its implementation. Against this background a Working 
Group meeting took place in Iceland, in 1976, on the Role of the Nurse in Primary Health Care. 
New trends and developments were explored and consideration was given to how health 
care personnel may contribute to the delivery of PHC. Nursing input into PHC delivery was 
evaluated as well as inter-and intra-disciplinary working relationships within primary health 
care teams. Parameters of Efficiency in PHC were defined and attempts made to relate these 
parameters to efficiency in primary care activities. 

The importance of PHC teams was recognised by WHO when, during the 30th World Health 
Assembly held in Geneva in May 1977, the Resolution on The Role of Nursing/Midwifery 
Personnel in Primary Health Care Teams was adopted. ICN was represented at the WHO 
Regional Committee for the Western Pacific, held in Tokyo, in 1978, in which primary health 
was a major topic of discussion. ICN named three nurses to represent the Council at the WHO/
UNICEF conference on PHC being held in Alma Ata, USSR (now Almaty, Kazakhstan), 6-12 
September 1978.

In its commitment to making primary health care an effective reality, ICN, in a statement to 
the Primary Health Care Conference, told participants that: 

“Nurses were committed to effecting changes in nursing education, practice and management 
which would be conducive to the implementation of primary health care.”(ICN 1979a) ICN 
representatives were Syringa Marshall – Burnett (Jamaica), Winifred Logan, ICN Executive 
Director and Doris Krebs, ICN Nurse Adviser. The International Conference concluded its work 
in Alma Ata with the adoption of the Declaration of Alma Ata which was approved unanimously 
by delegates from 134 national and numerous non-governmental organisations. The 
Declaration contained the words:

 “The International Conference on Primary Health Care…expressing the need for 
urgent action by all governments, all health and development workers, and the 
world community to protect and promote the health of all people of the world.” 
(WHO 1978)

Following the Alma Ata Conference, official representatives of ICN national nurses 
associations, discussed primary health care at the ICN/WHO organised workshops in Nairobi, 
Kenya, 30 September – 1 October 1979.The objectives were to identify the role of nursing in 
the formulation of national strategies, planning and implementation of primary health care 
initiatives and the role of national nurses associations in collaborating with governments and 
non-governmental organisations in the provision of primary health care in their countries. (ICN 
1979b) 

In 1978, PHC approaches were also introduced in the Philippines in new health care 
programmes, aimed to bring health care closer to the people by implementing the slogan Go 
to your health centre and to encourage maximum use of resources through integrating existing 
health services. ICN Executive Director Winifred Logan observed some of these programmes 
during her visit to this country, particularly in the Metro Manila region which covered an area 
of 636 km. Also in 1978, Martha Shout, ICN Consultant visited clinics in Freetown, Sierra Leone 
and the School of Nursing where she learned about the primary health care projects underway 
in Sierra Leone. 80 percent of the population lived in rural areas and just 30 percent availed 
of the health services facilities, the remainder relying on traditional healers. Marth Shout also 
visited Makeni district and the Malaki primary health care project, where a village self-help 
project involved building a clinic of four beds and a delivery unit. 

ICN (1979a). “Declaration of Alma Ata” International Nursing Review January /February: 3-5

WHO (1978) Declaration of Alma-Ata. Available at: https://www.who.int/publications/almaata_declaration_en.pdf

ICN (1979b) “ICN national nurses’ associations, discussed primary health care at the ICN/WHO organised workshops in 
Nairobi, Kenya” International Nursing Review 26(2) 35 

Shortages and Working Conditions
In 1978, ICN published a booklet, written by Dr. Ada Jacox, Chairman of the American Nurses 
Association’s Commission on Nursing Research and Colorado School of Nursing, USA, that 
called for collective action by nurses for improving patient care. This booklet, in which the 
historical and social forces which had influenced nursing was titled: An underestimated problem 
in nursing: the effect of the economic and Social Welfare of nurses on patient care. Dr Jacox 
advised that while nurses had worked collectively in areas such as education and regulation 
they had been less willing to act in the interests of their own social and economic welfare, 
which she said had contributed directly to poor working conditions, low salaries and job 
satisfaction in nurses, resulting in continuing shortages of nurses in many countries. 

The topic of nursing shortages was also discussed, as one element of the meeting, held at WHO 
headquarters in Geneva in 1978. ICN Nurse Adviser, Maria Rychtelska, participated in WHO 
consultation on health manpower development research, during which it was recognised that 
research was important in identifying the support mechanisms needed to enhance national 
capabilities.

STORIES
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ICN TODAY
Alma Ata and Primary Health Care
(see story for background)

In 2018, a Global Conference on Primary Health Care was held in Astana, Kazakhstan to 
celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Declaration of Alma-Ata and renew a commitment to 
primary health care to achieve universal health coverage and the Sustainable Development 
Goals. ICN played a key role in bringing the nursing voice to this landmark event. We took 
part on a panel session entitled “Wo needs to be in the modern Primary Care team to achieve 
Universal Health Care and in a parallel session on Empowering people at the centre of Primary 
Health Care.

ICN endorsed the Civil Society Statement which called on governments to strengthen political 
leadership and governance, improving financing, enhance accountability and advance country-
led solutions.

ICN, as the global voice of the over 20 million nurses worldwide, strongly believes that the 
effective and safe delivery of comprehensive PHC services depends on the strength, capacity 
and capability of the health workforce. Since nurses make up more than 50 % of the global 
health workforce, ICN called on governments to make it possible for nurses to work to their full 
capacity to achieve the vision set out in the Astana Declaration.
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CNR Meeting in Kenya
ICN President Moi of Kenya officially opened the CNR meeting in the Kenya Conference Centre, 
Nairobi from 24-28 September 1979, during which 60 ICN member associations participated. 
This was the first CNR meeting to be held in Africa. Several government ministers, nurses from 
all parts of Kenya and foreign nurses, members of ICN member associations, also attended the 
opening ceremony. President Moi commented: 

“More must be done, in particular for people in rural areas and more modern 
equipment and better facilities need to be provided for nurses working in rural 
areas.” (ICN 1980)

Eunice Muringo Kiereini, Chief Nursing Officer in the Ministry of Health and President of the 
Kenya National Nurses Associations, added:

“Nurses are committed to bringing health care closer to where people live and 
work” …”it must be recognised that nurses are qualified and competent to direct 
and control our own profession.” (ICN 1980)

ICN President Olive Anstey congratulated the nurses of Kenya on the introduction of a post 
basic course for nurses at the University of Nairobi. ICN members were urged to promote 
participation of nurses at local government level and at international meetings. During the 
Conference, ICN adopted the UN Declaration on the Rights of the Child and endorsed the 
proclamation of 1979 as the International Year of the Child, adopted a Statement on Quality 
of Life, and the Statement on Nurses Responsibilities in Limiting Disease Transmission through 
International Travel. ICN also issued guidelines for Associations on Ethical Issues. 

ICN (1980). “CNR Kenya” International Nursing Review 27(1):3
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